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The Christmas season and R&B music are a natural pairing because both focus on love, joy, and happiness. Singers such as Mariah Carey and the late Whitney Houston have had huge hits with Christmas albums and covers of holiday classics, while other R&B legends including Bootsy Collins have put unique spins on holiday tradition. Here's a list of
10 great R&B holiday songs: Michael Ochs Archives / Getty Images There are good R&B Christmas songs and then there are great ones, like this Jackson 5 classic. Written in 1934, the song quickly became a pop hit. Over the years, artists from Perry Como to Bruce Springsteen have covered it, but for many, the Jacksons' 1970 version, which can be
found on the "Jackson 5 Christmas Album," is the best. Scott Barbour / Getty Images Few people know how to make a hit like Mariah Carey. For her 1994 album "Merry Christmas," Carey let her famous five-octave vocal range shine. This song with its modern gospel flair was the album's lead track. The album was a huge success, peaking at No. 3 on
the charts and selling more than 5.5 million copies in the U.S. Raymond Boyd / Getty Images Luther Vandross was in the prime of his career when he co-wrote and recorded this song as part of his 1995 Christmas album "This Is Christmas." It hit No. 38 on the R&B charts. Patti Labelle recorded a cover version in 2007 as a tribute to Vandross, who
had died two years earlier. FilmMagic / Getty Images Brian McKnight's smooth, soulful, updated version of the holiday classic is on his 2008 holiday album, "I'll Be Home for Christmas." In addition to "The Christmas Song," he covered classics such as "Silent Night" and recorded three original compositions for the album. Kevork Djansezian / Getty
Images Pop star Whitney Houston released "One Wish: The Holiday Album" in 2003 and this song hit No. 20 on the Adult Contemporary chart. The album also contained "Joy to the World" and "Who Would Imagine a King," both of which were originally released on the soundtrack for Houston's 1996 film "The Preacher's Wife." Jeff Hahne / Getty
Images "Boot-Off," a funky remake of "Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer," appears on Collins' 2006 Christmas album "Christmas Is 4 Ever." The song features backing vocals by fellow funk legends George Clinton and Bernie Worrell plus rap icon Snoop Dogg. Getty Images for Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz / Getty Images "Be There for Christmas"
is a swinging, mature tune about spending the holidays with that special someone by jazz and R&B singer Ledisi. The song is on her holiday album "It's Christmas," which came out in 2008 and peaked at No. 28 on the R&B charts. Kevin Mazur / Getty Images Faith Evans recorded this song for her 2005 album "A Faithful Christmas," which also
contains her renditions of classics such as "Santa Baby" plus two original numbers she wrote with her daughter. The record wasn't a huge commercial success but peaked at No. 70 on the R&B charts. Raymond Boyd / Getty Images Producer and singer Babyface gave his fans a gift with his 1998 album "Christmas With Babyface." This holiday classic
has been popular since it was first recorded by Bing Crosby in 1942 and is the best-selling modern Christmas song of all time. Al Pereira / Getty Images Originally on the 1993 Boyz II Men album "Christmas Interpretations," this song can also be found on the holiday compilation "The Soulful Sounds of Christmas." The Boyz II Men album was a huge
hit, peaking at No. 19 on the Billboard charts and selling more than 1.7 million copies. R&B and soul songs have often been covered by rock and pop acts. While it's not as prevalent in the former genre, some R&B and soul acts are known to have borrowed songs that were originally recorded by rock and pop artists. With that said, here are our top
picks for the best R&B covers of rock and pop songs. Michael Putland / Contributor / Getty Images "Proud Mary" was originally recorded by the classic rock band Creedence Clearwater Revival and was written by lead singer and guitarist John Fogerty. This is another one of those cover songs where the artists who remade it identity with it as much as
its original performers. Ike and Tina Turner released their cover of "Proud Mary" in 1971 and included it on their album Workin' Together. Their version differs greatly from the original recording. It combines elements of soul, funk and rock, and Tina and the Ikettes offer gospel-influenced vocals. The song reached No. 4 on the pop charts and won a
Grammy Award for Best R&B Vocal Performance by a Group in 1972. Waring Abbott / Contributor / Getty Images Mariah Carey coproduced her cover of this song with Randy Jackson for her ninth studio album, Charmbracelet. "Bringin' on the Heartbreak" is a ballad originally recorded by British rock band Def Leppard. Carey has cited the song as a
lifelong favorite, and she completely reworked it, making it superior to the original. Dep Leppard lead singer and guitarist Joe Elliott gave it a positive review, and though some critics praised the song, general reception wasn't as favorable. Despite the fact that it is a solid piece of music, "Bringin' on the Heartbreak" failed to crack the Billboard Hot
100. Emma MclIntyre / Stringer / Getty Images Stevie Wonder covered The Beatles' song "We Can Work It Out" on his 1970 album Signed, Sealed and Delivered. The song is written by Paul McCartney and John Lennon, and Wonder's extraordinary version is perhaps the funkiest Beatles cover of all time. The song made it to No. 13 on the Billboard Hot
100 and earned Wonder a Grammy nomination for Best Male R&B Vocal Performance. When McCartney was awarded the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award in 1990, Wonder performed the song in his honor. He also performed the song at the White House in 2010 when McCartney was awarded the prestigious Gershwin Prize by the Library of
Congress. Jean Catuffe / Contributor / Getty Images "Closer," originally recorded by Nine Inch Nails (NIN) and written by frontman Trent Reznor, was reimagined to great effect during Maxwell's 1997 performance on "MTV Unplugged." The song appears on NIN's 1994 album The Downward Spiral, and is widely recognized as the group's best-known
song. The risqué and controversial song and video were huge hits, so it's no wonder why Maxwell chose to cover the song. At the time of Maxwell's visit to "MTV Unplugged," he only had one studio album under his belt, but the network saw something in the young R&B artist. Maxwell intended to release a full album of the session, but he clashed with
his label and a seven-song EP was released instead. Michael Ochs Archives / Stringer / Getty Images Bruce Springsteen wrote "Fire" in 1977, but he didn't immediately release it as a single, nor was he interested in including it on an album. The song was up for grabs and The Pointer Sisters got a hold of it. Their version was released as a single and
appears on their 1978 album Energy. Their sultry take makes it hard to believe "Fire" was originally intended to be a rock song. It peaked at No. 2 on the Billboard Hot 100 and was also a huge international success. The Pointer Sisters' version became their first gold single and marked a turning point in their career. Springsteen would later include
"Fire" into the setlist during his 1979 Darkness Tour, and it's been a concert staple of his ever since. He eventually released it as a single, and while it was successful, it wasn't nearly as successful as The Pointer Sisters' cover. Michael Kovac / Stringer / Getty Images Kate Bush, the eccentric British pop singer, wrote and recorded "This Woman's

Work" for her 1989 album Sensual World. The song peaked at No. 25 in the United Kingdom. Maxwell's sweet, seductive version, which he first performed live in 1997 on "MTV Unplugged," fared much better. He rerecorded the song for his 2001 studio album Now. As a single, it peaked at No. 16 on the R&B charts and at No. 58 on the Billboard Hot
100. His version appears in the films "Love & Basketball" and "Stomp the Yard," and he also filmed a music video for the song.
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